Text in my files from ISES Web Site – May, 2013 – Perhaps RWC Canada can verify this.
The International Space Environment Service (ISES) is a permanent service of the Federations of Astronomical and Geophysical Data Analysis Services (FAGS) under the support of the International Union of Radio Science (URSI) in association with the International Astronomical Union (IAU) and the International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG). ISES was called IUWDS (International URSIgram and World Days Service) until 1996. The IUWDS was formed in 1962 as a combination of the former International World Days Service, initiated in 1959 as part of the IGY, and the former URSI Central Committee of USRIgrams which initiated rapid international data interchange services in 1928. 

The mission of ISES is to encourage and facilitate near-real-time international monitoring and prediction of the space environment, to assist users reduce the impact of space weather on activities of human interest.
History of ISES:

ISES was called IUWDS (International URSIgram and World Days Service) until 1996. The IUWDS was formed in 1962 as a combination of the former International World Days Service, initiated in 1959 as part of the IGY, and the former URSI Central Committee of USRIgrams which initiated rapid international data interchange services in 1928.

What We Do:

Three basic functions accomplish the task of the ISES. 

1) International URSIgram Service provides standardized rapid free exchange of space weather information and forecasts thru its Regional Warning Centers (RWC). 

2) ISES prepares the International Geophysical Calendar (IGC) each year. This calendar gives a list of ‘World Days’ during which scientists are encouraged to carry out their experiments. 

3) The monthly Spacewarn Bulletins summarize the status of satellites in earth orbit and in the interplanetary medium.

The ISES also sponsors meetings and establishes working groups to improve space weather services and to promote the understanding of space weather and its effects for users, researchers, the media, and the general public. ISES members play an active role in the transition of scientific results into operational environments.

Constitution:

Officers: 
ISES officers consist of a Director, a Deputy Director, and the secretaries for World Days and for Space Weather. Candidates for office must be a working member of one of the ISES centers. Officers are elected for four-year terms by the Directing Board and can be re-elected; however, the Director is limited to two four-year terms. The call for election of officers is done as needed, e.g., retirement of an officer or end of term. If the office of Director becomes vacant, the Deputy Director shall act as Director until a formal election is completed. (see Bylaw #1) 

Members: 

ISES is operated for the benefit of the international space weather user community. Members include warning centers, warning agencies, and service agencies. The resources to operate the ISES are the responsibilities of its host institutions. The Directing Board decides the roles and responsibilities for the members of the ISES. Members may resign by submitting written notice to the Director. (see Bylaw #2) 

New Members:

Proposals from countries applying for membership as an ISES center must have the approval of the appropriate national body before being submitted to the Director. After ensuring compliance with ISES standards, (see Bylaw #3) the Deputy Director submits them to the Directing Board for approval. The Directing Board will evaluate the applicants' qualifications against the need for the service and provide their recommendation to the Director for action within three months of the date of request. 

Cooperation:

The ISES cooperates and interacts with local and international agencies to accomplish its mission by encouraging appropriate research and development and by assisting in the transition of research results into operations. ISES works closely with other ICSU organizations and attempts to respond to their space weather needs. ISES works closely with STP World Data Centers (WDC). Preliminary data handled by ISES in near-real-time are often finalized and archived in WDCs. 

Bylaw 1: Duties of the officers of the ISES 

The duties of the Director include:


•
Co-ordinate ISES activities


•
Organize and conduct business meetings


•
Serve as liaison with other international organizations such as 
FAGS, the parent body of ISES


•
Facilitate the election process for new officers


•
Publicize the ISES at international meetings and publications 

The duties of the deputy Director include: 


•
Act in place of the Director as needed


•
Track the activities of the ISES centers and produce the ISES annual 

report


•
Encourage the transition of new research results into operations


•
Schedule activities for selecting new members


•
Establish working groups for improving space weather services 

The duties of Secretary for World Days include: 


•
Production and distribution of the World Days Calendar
The duties of Secretary for Space Weather include: 


•
Coordinate data interchange between centers


•
Assist in facilitating the exchange of new space environment data


•
Investigate new methods of data interchange


•
Assist in the development of standard ISES products


•
Maintain the ISES codebook

Bylaw 2: Roles and responsibilities for the members of the ISES 

The ISES Directing Board is to: 


•
Oversee the work of the ISES centers


•
Set the vision and develop the short-term plans and long-term goals of the 

ISES


•
Approve the selection of new members


•
Develop new and improved methods of operation


•
Organize workshops to improve space weather services


•
Provide leadership in identifying research needs 

The Regional Warning Centers are to: 


•
Collect space environment data from their geographical area


•
Provide timely, free, exchange of data, information, and techniques with 

other RWCs


•
Provide space weather forecasts and warning services for local users, 

including a daily GEOALERT


•
Assist the public in understanding space weather


•
Assist users in space weather related activities 

The World Warning Agency for Satellites is to: 


•
Collect information about current and future launches


•
Prepare and distribute the monthly Spacewarn Bulletin 

The World Warning Agency for Space Weather is to: 


•
Monitor and coordinate the interchange of data and products between 

RWCs


•
Maintain the ISES web site


•
Produce and issue the WWA GEOALERT


•
Coordinate the development standard products and data codes for the ISES 

The World Days Service is to: 


•
Solicit inputs from the scientific community for the International 

Geophysical Calendar (IGC)


•
Prepare the IGC


•
Provide timely distribution of the IGC

Bylaw 3: ISES standards for a warning center 

Warning centers must:


•
Have endorsement by their national government


•
Coordinate systematic collection of data within their geographical area


•
Allow timely, free exchange of data and products with other RWCs


•
Provide near-real-time space weather forecasts and warning services for 

local users


•
Exchange forecasts with other centers 

Collaborative Expert Centers are to:


•
Encourage and support development of space weather services


•
Contribute expertise in space weather forecasting


•
Promote space weather services in centers not affiliated with ISES. 
Organizational Structure

The ISES is managed by a Directing Board composed of the ISES officers, a delegate from each ISES center, and liaison delegates from interested International Council of Scientific Unions (ICSU) such as the IAU, IUGG and URSI. The Directing Board is led by an elected Director and meets annually.

Members of the ISES Directing Board

	Title
	Host Institution
	Location
	Delegate

	ISES director
	Space Weather Prediction Center
	Boulder
	Terry Onsager

	Deputy director
	
	
	

	RWC Australia delegate
	IPS Radio and Space Services
	Sydney
	Graham Steward

	RWC Belgium delegate
	Royal Observatory of Belgium
	Brussels
	Ronald Van der Linden

	RWC Brazil delegate
	National Institute for Space Research
	São José dos Campos
	Clezio Marcos De Nardin

	RWC Canada delegate
	Natural Resources Canada
	Ottawa
	Hing-Lan Lam

	RWC China delegate
	Beijing Astronomical Observatory
	Beijing
	Huaning Wang

	RWC Czech Republic delegate
	Institute of Atmospheric Physics
	Prague
	Dalia Buresova

	RWC France delegate
	Collecte Localisation Satellites
	Toulouse
	Jean-Jacques Valette

	RWC Japan delegate
	National Institute of Information and Communication Technology
	Tokyo
	Mamoru Ishii

	RWC India delegate
	National Physical Laboratory
	New Delhi
	Arun Kumar Updhayaya

	RWC Korea delegate
	Korean Space Weather Center
	Jeju
	Sunhak Hong

	RWC Poland delegate
	Space Research Centre
	Warsaw
	Iwona Stanislawska

	RWC Russia delegate
	Hydrometeorological Service, Institute of Applied Geophysics
	Moscow
	Vyacheslav Burov

	RWC South Africa delegate
	Space Weather Prediction Center
	Hermanus
	Lee-Anne McKinnel

	RWC Sweden delegate
	Lund Space Weather Center
	Lund
	Henrik Lundstedt

	RWC USA delegate
	Space Weather Prediction Center
	Boulder
	Robert Rutledge

	Secretary space weather
	IPS Radio and Space Services
	Sydney
	Graham Steward

	Secretary for world days
	Natural Resources Canada
	Ottawa
	Robyn Fiori

	ESA expect collaborative
	European Space Agency
	Noordwijk
	Alain Hilgers


For more information about ISES, please contact ISES Director Terry Onsager.
Working Groups:


Geomagnetically Induced Currents (L. Trichtchenko)


Solar Cycle 


Alerts, Warnings, Watches (Nelson) 


Models: (Obara, Ogino, Onsager, Kihn) 


Data format and exchange (Erwin, Nelson) 


Ionosphere (Patterson, Stanislawska, Fuller-Rowell) 


Geomagnetic (Balch) 


Virtual forecaster workstation (Akioka, Combs, Murtagh) 


Verification (Burov) 


Future observing requirements (Akioka, Zwickl)
